
CARDTRICK 
RAINBOW SCRAP CHALLENGE 2015 SAWTOOTH STAR 

SAMPLER 

 

INTRO 

I've always wanted to try this block, I think it just looks cool, but I was always intimidated by the layout. Turns out it 

is just half square and quarter square triangle units. The key is in how they are arranged. It can be made with two 

fabrics or four, I chose four in addition to the background.  Just like flying geese, there are lots of ways to make these 

basic units.  There is a nice tutorial here in case you are more comfortable cutting squares in half than using specialty 

rulers.  I'll use the rulers though, because it is what I'm used to.  

So I started by making a little sketch of the block.  Each fabric needs 2 half square triangles and 2 quarter square triangles.  In 

addition there are 4 half square background triangles and 4 quarter square background triangles.  

FABRIC  

You will need 2.5 and 2 inch strips of each blue as well as 2.5 and 2 inch strips of background.  This is one of 

those blocks that would be easier to make lots of, but we only need one for our sampler quilt.   

 

 

CUTTING 

 

Use the companion angle ruler with the 1.5 inch strips to cut 2 quarter 

square triangles of each blue fabric.  Cut 4 triangles of the background.  

Use the easy angle ruler with the 2.5 inch strips to cut the half square triangle 

units.  Cut 2 triangles of each blue and 4 triangles of the background fabric.  

So here are your subunits.  Two quarter square and two half square triangles of 

each blue and four of both units out of background fabric.  

 

 

 

SEWING 

 

First sew the four corners.  Next sew the quarter square triangles along the 

short side.  Press these carefully as the hypotenuse is along the bias.  Bring the 

subunits back to your layout and put them back in place to make sure 

everything is sewn correctly.  

Now that the quarter square units are sewn together, they should be exactly the 

same size as the half square triangles.  Sew these together and press toward the 

half square triangles.  Now you can start working on the center section.  Sew 
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the quarter square triangles together on the short side and then sew the pieced subunits together along the long side to make a 

square.  Twirl the seams and press carefully.  

Following the little sketch, lay out your subunits.  Half square triangles make up each corner, while the sides are made of two 

quarter square triangles and one half square triangle.  The very center is made of 4 quarter square triangles.  Color placement is 

really important, so double check everything before you start sewing.  

 

OK, now that you have pieced all those triangles, you have just a regular old nine patch to sew 

together.  Check the color placement again just to be sure.  

 

Here is your finished Card Trick block.  It should be 6.5 inches unfinished.  

 

FINISHING 

Add the saw tooth star points to finish up the block.   There is a tutorial here about how to put the star points together.  

I've had several questions about background fabric.  I will do the math to figure out the yardage requirements.  I've been using 

different fabrics so far for the center blocks, but I am planning a consistent fabric for both the star point backgrounds and for the 

alternate blocks.  Come back next week for a tutorial on how to make the alternate blocks.  
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